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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF CLARK AND THE CITIES OF VANCOUVER,
WASHOUGAL AND CAMAS
In Re:

COURT OPERATIONS UNDER THE ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER
EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES CREATED | NO. GAO 2020-1

BY COVID-19 AND RELATED
CORONOVIRUS

WHEREAS:

1) Chief Justice Debra Stephens of the Washington State Supreme Court has
adopted Order No. 25700- B-602 granting emergency authority to this court to adopt,
modify, and/or suspend court rules and orders, and to take further actions concerning
court operations, as warranted to address the current state of emergency declared
February 29, 2020 by Washington State Governor Jay Inslee due to the public health
emergency pursuant to the recent outbreak of Coronavirus/COVID-19;

2) Clark County Public Health has previously recommended cancelling of large
gatherings of 250 people or more in order to minimize the potential health impacts of
COVID-19; on March 15, 2020 the Center for Disease Control now recommends against

gatherings of 50 or more people;
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3) On March 13, 2020 the Clark County Council Chair approved a state of
emergency resolution for Clark County regarding the COVID-19 virus to go to the full
Clark County Council for approval,

4) On March 13, 2020, in coordination with Clark County Public Health, Vancouver
City Manager Eric Holmes issued a Declaration of Civil Emergency for the City of
Vancouver in response to novel coronavirus COVID-19;

5) On March 13, 2020 Fort Vancouver Regional Libraries closed facilities through at
least March 29, 2020 and Governor Inslee ordered K-12 public and private schools in
Washington to close through April 24, 2020.

6) Clark County District Court serves both Clark County and the City of Vancouver
and is a shared courthouse with Clark County Superior Court. District Court frequently
serves close to 200 litigants per day who appear with family, friends, and attorneys on
one floor of the courthouse to attend motion hearings, protection order hearings,
arraignments, trials, infraction hearings, small claims trials, civil hearings, and probation
hearings. This list is only some, not all, of the matters heard each day and does not
include numbers for the people also appearing at the courthouse on Superior Court
matters. Given the number of identified and projected COVID-19 cases in Washington
State and the risk to public, court staff, withesses, jurors and any other parties

scheduled to appear in court;
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